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A. General information about the course:

1. Course ldentification

1. Credit hours: 3
2. Course type

O University O College Department Track O Others
E Required O Elective
3. Levellyear at which this course is offered: Level 8/ Year 3

4. Course general Description:

This course provides a survey of American literature from its beginnings to 1900, exploring the historical,
cultural, and philosophical factors affecting literary production at different periods within this timeframe.
Students will critically engage with canonical works of poetry, fiction, prose, and drama by a diverse group
of authors in relation to both the texts’ formal qualities and conceptual context(s). While the course is
organized chronologically in terms of literary periods, it will encourage a more nuanced understanding of
periodization that equally focuses on the ruptures and continuities that characterize American literary
history. Class discussion will also aim to reinforce students’ basic knowledge of modern critical
theory and practice through the application of at least one critical approach to one of the assigned texts.

Note: Where longer works are assigned, only excerpts of the texts will be discussed.

5. Pre-requirements for this course s any):
Foundations of Literary Studies

6. Co-requirements for this COUrsSe (f any):
None

7. Course Main Objective(s)

Alongside introducing students to the key intellectual, political, social, and aesthetic forces that shaped
American literature before 1900, this course aims to bolster students’ literary critical skills through the
analysis of a wide range of forms, genres and authors within their historical contexts.

2. Teaching mode (mark all that apply)

- Mode of Instruction Contact Hours

Traditional classroom 3 hours per week 90%
2 E-learning - -
Hybrid
3 e Traditional classroom - -

e E-learning
4 Distance learning - -
5 Others 10%
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3. Contact Hours (based on the academic semester)

Activity Contact Hours

1 Lectures 25 hours
2 Laboratory/Studio

3.  Field

4 Tutorial

5 Others: Exams, Discussion Board, Online Content

5 hours

B. Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs), Teaching Strategies and Assessment
Methods

Code of CLOs .
Code Course Learning Outcomes aligned with TeaCh'F‘g SRR
Strategies Methods
Knowledge and understanding
11 Critique the forms, modes and key K2 - Traditional
texts associated with a certain lecturing.
genre in a certain literary period. - Reading - Quizzes and
critical exams.
articles.
- Seminars.
1.2 Examine the political, scientific, K2 - Traditional
historical and cultural contexts lecturing. - Quizzes and
that shaped the assigned texts. - Reading
critical exams. .
articles. -Class discussion.
- Seminars.
1.3 Evaluate possible K3 - Traditional
interrelationships between the lecturing.
selected texts and works of visual - Engaging - Quizzes and
culture such as theatre, film and with other
. exams.
other art forms. art forms in . .
-Class discussion.
class and .
. -Online
SIiE: discussion
- Reading '
critical
articles.
Skills
2.1 Interpret texts critically and S2 - Traditional - Op_en-book
analytically. lecturin quizzes.
g - Analytical
- Class
. . exam
discussion. .
questions.
o000
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2.3

2.4

Course Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate research and
analytical skills.

Build well-constructed responses
(creative or academic) that reflect
independent and personal
understanding of the selected
texts.

Analyze possible
interrelationships between the
selected texts and visual artworks
(theater, film and art forms) both
local and international.
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Code of CLOs
aligned with

S5

S3

S2

Values, autonomy, and responsibility

Teaching
Strategies

- Online -
discussion.

- Reading -
analytical
essays.

- Seminars.

- Interactive

workshops.

- Traditional
lecturing.

- Reading
analytical
essays.

- Research

seminars.

- Interactive

workshops.

- Class

discussion.

- Exposure to

creative content
online or in
class.
- Reading -
analytical
essays.
- Reading -
creative
content.
- Interactive
workshops.
- Analyzing or
engaging with
other art forms

in class or -

online.

- Reading critical -

articles.

- Watching -

documentaries
and critical
content.

- Interactive

workshops.

-
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Assessment

Methods

Translation
assignment.
Class
discussion.

Analytical
essay
assignment.

Analytical
essay
assignment.

Analytical
exam
guestions.
Creative
assignment.

Class
discussion.
Online
discussion.
Translation
assignment.
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Code of CLOs

. ) : Teaching Assessment
Course Learning Outcomes aligned with Strategies Methods
3.1 Demonstrate ethical behavior in V1 - Traditional
all professional, personal and lecturing
academic contexts. - Reading
scholarly
dlificles Class discussion
3.2 Work responsibly and V2 - Traditional Projects '
autonomously when performing a lecturing Assignments
task individually or within a team. - Class
discussion.
- Watching
documentarie
.

C. Course Content

e List of Topics Contact
Hours

il Course overview >

2 Introduction: Colonial America and the Puritans (1650 — 1750)

o Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory
section to this period, one that highlights the significant historical, linguistic,
political, and philosophical forces that shaped the period’s literary
production. This can be done by highlighting or summarizing the important
sections of the introduction. Alternatively, the instructor may contact the
department’s curricula committee to check if the abridged material has been
previously prepared by the committee or by previous course instructors.

Suggested writers and texts:
e William Bradford (1590 — 1657):
- From: Of Plymouth Plantation
e Anne Bradstreet (1612 — 1672) poems:
- The Flesh and the Spirit
The Author to Her Book 4
Upon the Burning of our House
- To My Dear and Loving Husband
As Weary Pilgrim
o Edward Taylor (c. 1642 — 1729)
- The Ebb and Flow
- Upon a Spider Catching a Fly
- Upon Wedlock, and Death of Children
- Huswifery
e Jonathan Edwards (1703 — 1758)
- A Divine and the Supernatural Light
- Sinners at the Hands of an Angry God
e Cotton Mather (1663 — 1728)
- From the Wonders of the Invisible World

3 Introduction: Enlightenment and the origins of democracy (1760 — 1820)
4444
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e Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory
section to this period.

Suggested writers and texts: 4
e Benjamin Franklin (1706 — 1790)
- The Autobiography
- The Way to Wealth
- Information to Those Who Would Remove to America
e Thomas Paine (1737 — 1809)
- From Common Sense
- From The Age of Reason
e Thomas Jefferson (1743 — 1826)
- From The Autobiography of Thomas Jefferson:
- From The Declaration of Independence
4 Writing Workshop:

e Writing “Personal Annotations and Reflections” and expanding them
into “Reading Notes”.

e Note: In Foundations of Literary Studies (ENG 2301) and Literary
Criticism in Practice (ENG 2302), students practiced the “Five
Common Writing Tasks in Literature Courses” that are defined by the
Norton series. In this course (and the rest of the survey courses),
students should continue to practice writing critical “Annotations” and
developing them into “Reading Notes™.

e The instructor can obtain a copy of the PowerPoint slides defining the
“Five Common Writing Tasks in Literature Courses” from the
department’s curricula committee.

e For the Workshop to be effective, it is preferable that the assigned text
be short and one that is unfamiliar to the students so that they can read
it and spontaneously respond to it in class without resorting to critical
readings from external sources. The text can be chosen from the wide
selection of canonical works in the assigned textbook. Students would
be expected to write marginal notes on the text and then expand them
into “Reading Notes”. The “Reading Notes” can be as short as one
paragraph and as long as one page and they should critically respond
to the following questions:

1. How do the formal and textual elements of the work
contribute to its meaning? (close reading)

2. How does the text represent or reflect aspects of the literary
period in which it was written? (contextual reading)

e Both the marginal annotations and the expanded notes should be
submitted in class.

e The goal of this activity is to assign a writing task that is less
demanding than an essay but one that will, nonetheless, allow students
to further practice critical analysis in a spontaneous setting.

Introduction: Romanticism and Transcendentalism (1820 — 1860) 8
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Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory

section to this period.

Suggested writers and texts:

Washington Irving (1783 — 1859)

- Rip Van Winkle

- The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 -1882)
- Nature

- The American Scholar

- Self-Reliance

Nathanial Hawthorne (1804 — 1864)
- My Kinsman Major Molineux
- Young Goodman Brown
- The Minister’s Black Veil
- The Scarlet Letter
The House of the Seven Gables
Edgar Allan Poe (1809 — 1849)
The Raven
- To Ulalume: A Ballad
- Ligeia
- The Fall of the House of Usher
- The Tell-Tale Heart
The Philosophy of Composition: From the Poetic Principle
Henry David Thoreau (1817 — 1862)
- Walden
- Resistance to Civil Government
Herman Melville (1819 — 1891)
- Moby Dick
Emlly Dickinson (1830 — 1886)
Because | Could Not Stop for Death-
- Wild Nights — Wild Nights!
- | Felta Funeral, in my Brain
- A Bird Came down the Walk —
- After great pain, a formal feeling comes —
- Much Madness is divinest Sense —
- | heard a Fly buzz—when | died—
I dwell in Possibility
Walt Whiteman (1819 — 1892)
- Song to Myself
- Song of the Open Road
- Crossing Brooklyn Ferry
- Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking
- Calamus
- When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd

Introduction: The Others: Slavery, Abolition, and the Native Americans

Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory

section to this period.

Suggested writers and texts:

o000
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e Mary Rowlandson (c. 1637 — 1711)
- A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson (1682)
e Benjamin Franklin (1706 — 1790)
- Remarks concerning the Savages of North America
e Thomas Jefferson (1743 — 1826)
- From Notes on the State of Virginia
e Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 -1882)
- Last of the Anti-Slavery Lectures, The Seventh of March [1854]
e Phillis Wheatly (c. 1753 — 1784)
- On Being Brought from Africa to America
- To the Right Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth
- To the University of Cambridge, in New England
- Thoughts on the Works of Providence
e Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811 — 1896)
- From Uncle Tom’s Cabin: or Life Among the Lowly
e Harriet Jacobs (c. 1813 — 1897)
- From Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
e Frederick Douglass (1817-1895)
- Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave
e Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens) (1835 — 1910)
- From Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
e Cochise (c. 1812 — 1874)
- (I am alone) (version by Henry Stuart Turrill)
e Charlot (c. 1831 — 1900)
- (He has filled graves with our bones) (from the Missoula
Missoulian)
e James Fenimore Cooper (1783 — 1859)
- The Last of the Mohicans: A Narrative of 1757

o Movie: The Color Purple (1985) - The Help (2011) - Twelve Years a
Slave (2013) - Amistad (1997)

o Painting: The First Thanksgiving, 1621 by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris

o Photograph: Sojourner Truth

Introduction: The Road leading to Civil War and Civil War (1861-1865)

o Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory
section to this period.

Suggested writers and texts:
e Abraham Lincoln (1809 — 1865) 2
- Ahouse Divided: Speech Delivered at Springfield, Illinois, at the
Close of the Republican State Convention, June 16, 1858
- Address Delivered at the Dedication of the Cemetery at
Gettysburg, November 19, 1863
- Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865
e Louisa May Alcott (1835 — 1921)

o000
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- Little Women
o Movie: Gone with the Wind (1939)

Introduction: The Rise of Realism (1860 — 1914)

section to this period.

Suggested writers and texts:
e Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens) (1835 — 1910)
- From Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
e Kate Chopin (1850 — 1904)
- At the ‘Cadian Ball
- The Awakening
e Stephen Crane (1871-1900)
- Maggie: A Girl of the Streets
- The Red Badge of Courage
e Theodore Dreiser (1871 — 1945)
- An American Tragedy
- Sister Carrie

e Note: Students should be given an abridged version of the introductory

6 Midterm Examination and Quiz
Total

D. Students Assessment Activities

Assessment
Assessment Activities * timing

(in week no)

30

Percentage of Total
Assessment Score

Midterm Exam:

The exam should contain at least 5% subjective
questions dedicated to measuring the students’
ability to analyze and think critically.

Students should be held responsible for language

mistakes. A “reasonable” percentage of the grade

should be allocated to language and punctuation

problems.

Participation (Discussion in class and online): weekly

7 Students should be encouraged to speak up and
express their opinion on a variety of topics and
issues related to the course.

3. Pop Quiz(zes) or an alternative in-class activity: 1-11

10

10%

10%
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Assessment Score

Assessment Activities * timing
(in week no)

This is to ensure that students are reading the
assigned material and preparing for class
discussion.

InQuisitive (The electronic Norton Platform) 2-9 5%
4. The instructor should at least assign 4 assignments
using this e-learning tool.

Assignment: “Annotations and Reading Notes” 3or6 10%

e Writing “Personal  Annotations and
Reflections” and expanding them into
“Reading Notes”.

o Note: In Foundations of Literary Studies
(ENG 2301) and Literary Criticism in
Practice (ENG 2302), students practiced the
“Five Common Writing Tasks in Literature
Courses” that are defined by the Norton
series. In this course (and the rest of the
survey courses), students should continue to
practice writing critical “Annotations” and
developing them into “Reading Notes”.

e The instructor can obtain a copy of the
PowerPoint slides defining the “Five
Common Writing Tasks in Literature
Courses” from the department’s curricula
committee.

e For the Workshop to be effective, it is
preferable that the assigned text be short and
one that has not been previously read by the
students so that they can read it and
spontaneously respond to it in class. The text
can be chosen from the wide selection of
canonical works in the assigned textbook.
Students would be expected to write
marginal notes on the text and then expand
them into “Reading Notes”. The “Reading
Notes” can be as short as one paragraph and
as long as one page and they should
critically respond to the following
questions:

1. How do the formal and textual elements of the
work contribute to its meaning? (close reading)

2. How does the text represent or reflect aspects of
the literary period in which it was written?
(contextual reading)

L 4 4 4 4
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Assessment
Assessment Activities * timing
(in week no)

Percentage of Total

Assessment Score

e Both the marginal annotations and the
expanded notes should be submitted in
class.

e The goal of this activity is to assign a writing
task that is less demanding than an essay but
one that will, nonetheless, allow students to
further practice critical analysis in a
spontaneous setting.

Topics, guidelines and deadlines should be
specified at the beginning of the course.

Assignments should be marked for structure,
punctuation, content and proper citation of sources.

A clear rubric should be followed.

Final Exam: 13 40%
The exam should contain at least 10% subjective

questions dedicated to measuring the students’

ability to analyze and think critically.

Students should be held responsible for language
mistakes. A “reasonable” percentage of the grade
should be allocated to language and punctuation

problems
*Assessment Activities (i.e., Written test, oral test, oral presentation, group project, essay, etc.).

E. Learning Resources and Facilities

The Norton Anthology of American Literature, edited by Robert S.
Levine, 9th ed., W. W. Norton, 2016 or the latest edition of this textbook.

Essential References

Lyon, Thomas J. The Literary West: An Anthology of Western American
Literature. New York: Oxford UP, 1999. Print.

VanSpanckeren, Kathryn. Outline of American Literature. Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Information Agency, 1994. Print.

The assigned textbook is equipped with an e-learning platform that offers
a number of interactive e-learning tools and resources. These include the
Close-Reading Workshop as well as InQuisitive tools.

Supportive References

Electronic Materials America’s Founding Documents, National Archives, accessed 26 March,
2022, https://www.archives.gov/founding-

docst#:.~:text=L ocated%200n%20the%20upper%20level,States%2C%20a
nd%20Bill%200f%20Rights

12
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Carlson, Eric W. “The Transcendentalist Poe: A Brief History of
Criticism.” Poe Studies/Dark Romanticism, vol. 34, no. 1/2, The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2001, pp. 4766,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/45297364

Rise of Industrial America, 1876-1900, Library of Congress, accessed 26
March, 2022, https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-
history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-industrial-america-1876-1900/

Jefferson, Thomas. Notes on the state of Virginia. Boston, Lilly and
Wait, 1832. Pdf.

Jefferson Quotes and Family Letters, Thomas Jefferson Foundation,
accessed 26 March, 2022,
https://tjrs.monticello.org/archive/search/quotes

Southern Connecticut State University — American Literature
https://libguides.southernct.edu/c.php?q=7222&p=34937

Other Learning Materials

2. Required Facilities and equipment

Items Resources

Facilities
(Classrooms, laboratories, exhibition rooms, Classrooms and computers (or e-readers)
simulation rooms, etc.)
Technology equipment Projectors
(projector, smart board, software)
Other equipment NA

(depending on the nature of the specialty)

F. Assessment of Course Quality

Assessment Areas/Issues Assessor Assessment Methods

Institutionally controlled

Effectiveness of teaching Students questionnaires (Direct)
Institutionally controlled
Effectiveness of . questionnaires/
Peer Reviewer :
Students assessment Peer-review procedure.
(Direct)
Quality of learning resources Students [TETHIDBIEL 7 soniellie

questionnaires (Direct)
The extent to which CLOs have been Exams, assignments, and
- Course Instructor : : .
achieved class discussions (Direct)

L 4 4 4 4
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Assessment Areas/Issues Assessor Assessment Methods

Other
Assessors (Students, Faculty, Program Leaders, Peer Reviewer, Others (specify)

Assessment Methods (Direct, Indirect)
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G. Specification Approval
(oo ]V]\[e[W/ele] V[V IhuyS38 DEPARTMENT COUNCIL

REFERENCE NO. 424040414453 / 132022

DATE 2023 - 1445
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